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welcome!
The Mumpreneur Treasure Chest

Tips & Hacks for saving time, boosting

business strategy and staying balanced

It ‘takes a village’ to raise a child, but it

takes that and a whole lot more to build an

empire, whilst keeping the house from

spiralling into chaos.

 

Yes, I said empire! (…ahem) Because even a

side-hustle can end up feeling like the

weight of an imperial realm is resting on

your shoulders.

 

THIS LIST IS NO JOKE!

 

It’s pretty much the Magna Carta for

accelerating my business strategy and

optimising my time. So, as a massive thank

you and moment of an

#womenempoweringwomen… (get all that?)

 

I’m giving you the key to my

Mumpreneurial treasure chest...

"I googled my way to a 50 million dollar revenue"

- Raegan Moya-Jones, Founder of Aden and Anais

Holly x
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Be clear on them. Have a long hard think
about what your values & principles are.
They may be a couple, they could be a
handful, but no matter the number, these will
form your absolute deal-breakers. As your
business grows, you will find yourself
squeezed to make compromises that could,
ultimately, end up sucking the joy out of it
all. So set that precedent and set it high!

NON-NEGOT IABLES

1

If you didn’t already know, allow me to blow
your mind: Every morning at 5:30 am, I wake
up to freshly brewed slow drip coffee that
tastes sublime, smells sensational and kick's
my a*se into gear! It takes a strong woman to
do what I do and a strong cup of coffee to get
me going. The best thing is, I don’t have to
waste the most productive part of the day,
waiting on a good brew.

AUTO COFFEE  MACHINE

2

…into your ultimate advantage! Running a business is hard, raising a family is hard and as the age-old adage
goes… from great pressure, diamonds are formed. Being a Mumpreneur means I’ve learnt multi-tasking skills that
far outweigh those of most male counterparts (seriously, the things I can achieve with one hand). It has also kept
me laser-sharp focussed in making sure that the projects I spend my time on are worth it and result in success. But
most importantly, it’s meant that the risks I take are smart ones.

TRANSFORM THE  ‘ D ISADVANTAGE ’

3

On the matter of things in the house that can
help you out a bit… sync in your partner to
your Google Calendar. If you can’t make a
school pick-up, won’t be home in time for
dinner - let them (nanny/partner/oldest
child) know that they’re on duty ahead of
time. It’s also a great way to avoid the ‘you
never told me’ excuse, after you’ve finished
repeating it for the 5th time that week – so
basically, also the secret to a happy marriage.

GOOGLE  CALENDAR

4

This is what it has come to: ‘Self-Parenting’. Those tiny little metal boxes that whisper sweet nothings about
Pinterest, recipes to-die-for and the funniest meme you’ll see, are gateways to the land that time forgot. You,
however, live in the land where time is tight as hell. So, do yourself a favor and set yourself some limits; there’s a
whole load of screen timer app’s out there, covering a range of functions with options to block other apps and
scheduled phone lock-outs. Personally, I use the one preinstalled on iPhone.

SCREEN  T IMER  APP

5

No matter how you feel, in this region (UAE)
these are imperative pieces of business
hardware. It doesn’t need to be fancy, you
don’t need to pay a designer to create one
(you can use my ‘Canva for beginners’ course
for that ;) ) but you do need to carry these
with you everywhere you go. Even to a
meeting with someone who already has your
details, because they could just as easily
forget you - until your card pops up in their
jacket pocket a week later.

BUS INESS  CARDS

6

So, business cards in - Rolodex’s out! Whilst
address books have now gone digital, no one
has the time (or patience) to manually save
business card details to their smartphones. For
that, there exists the little handy app that
uses your smartphone's camera to scan
business cards and automatically save the
contact details on them to your phone

BUS INESS  CARD SCANNER
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… or two or three… Podcasts are a fantastic
way to up-skill, motivate and think about
your business differently. First, you will need
to find some down-time that you never knew
you had (on the school run, in the shower,
whilst cooking etc. It may take a while till you
find one that resonates with you. For me, I
love RISE podcast with Rachel Hollis and
anything involving Amy Porterfield.

PLAY  A  PODCAST

8
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There’s a reason that my Canva for Beginners
courses is one of my most subscribed
workshops to date. Just as savvy written
content is a critical investment for your
business, so is beautiful content. Brushing
up (like what I did there?) on your digital
graphic skills through a platform like Canva,
allows you to create beautiful graphics for
your social media, event invites, emailers, and
website imagery.

CANVA

1

Possibly the biggest ask on this list. Mum guilt can be crippling and it helps no one; not your kids,
nor you and it certainly won’t do your business any favours neither. By being a working mum, you’re
teaching your kids about self-confidence and how to set goals. And because your time is stretched,
your quality time with your kids will be exactly that. Even the studies (National Bureau of Economic
Research) show that children, whose mothers worked during the first four years of their lives, had a
GPA that’s 2.6% higher than those otherwise.

MANAGING YOUR  MUM GUI LT

2

If you’re a start-up or an SME, then you’re
most likely your own Business Development
department, Marketing Manager and CEO all
in one. So, whilst you wait on seed funding
to hire someone else to do all of this for you,
you’ll need to keep it old fashioned with a
handshake and some small talk. Seek out
industry-related events, jump onto Facebook
and start searching for groups that you can
join and use LinkedIn as a means to be part
of the conversation and get some brand
exposure.

NETWORK REGULARLY

3

Shoo! Be gone! Remove them. Those pesky
little buggers will have you wading through
spam and ‘marking as junk’ till the kids come
home. They’re a major distraction and thus a
bit of a time sucker. By removing the
notifications it puts the power back in my
hands (literally, as I usually check my emails
on my phone) and it allows me to allocate a
strategic wedge of time for jumping into my
mailbox.

EMAIL  NOT IF ICAT IONS
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Having a POS machine as a small business
often means renting one, which firstly isn’t a
great use of funds and secondly, not the
seamless process it should be. That is until
now: Zbooni is a social commerce app that
allows you to take card payments on the spot,
or online via messaging services like
WhatsApp and Messenger. The best part…
it’s currently absolutely FREE!

ZBOONI

5

If you didn’t already know - content is king!
With Instagram and YouTube both becoming
integral business branding tools, this no
longer means purely written content only.
Although, written content still takes centre
stage… for now (hello! brave new world).
This is particularly the case for those of us
who have websites. Grammarly is an online
writing assistant tool that’s a little more fail-
safe than the typical Microsoft Word spell
checker. I use it for my IG captions, blog
articles and emailers. It gives me the
confidence to publish which is better than
radio silence!

GRAMMERLY
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PR is ‘what they say about you’… it’s your
brand’s public perception. It’s powerful and it
definitely helps to have a great PR company
doing this for you. But, not all small
businesses can afford that from the get-go.
So, until then, build your presence - you can
start online. Use Google Alerts & Twitter
Mentions to find out where the industry is
heading, what your competitors are doing
about it and to be a part of the conversation. 

DIY  PR

7

Is the dog constantly pining for attention, or
does the fridge keep ‘calling your name’?
Then you must be working from home. Sure,
you’ve got a desk with a sexy little succulent
and a framed pic of the kids, but for those
moments of a mental block, a change of
scenery can go a long way and can also get
expensive (if you have a caffeine addiction
like mine). Becoming a Let’s Work member
allows you to access 40+ co-working spaces
around the UAE with coffee, tea, water on
tap and 20% off food. It offers discounted
conference rooms, free parking and great
WiFi too!

LETS  WORK

8

USE  CODE  SOCIAL25
TO  SAVE  25%  ON
YOUR LETSWORK
MEMBERSHIP

http://www.socialseedscollective.com/
http://www.socialseedscollective.com/
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Ladies, it’s time to put your money where it counts and to get behind this. Having somebody with the right eye look
at your business as a whole and identify opportune areas of growth, critique better places for you to be placing
your energy and helping you to formulate a structured POA is worth all the Oreo cookies in the world… and also a
fair bit of dosh. You would be amazed at how fast you see a return on this kind of investment from just a couple
hours of business consultancy. Reach out in your Mumpreneur communities for recommendations and try to find
the right person for you and your business.

BUS INESS  CONSULTANCY

1

It’s essentially that kitchen drawer (for your
docs, files and images) that contains
everything you need, but without the
dimensions of a kitchen drawer. If I’m
working on something from my Ipad, I can
open up Dropbox, chuck it in and then return
to it from my laptop (or other) later. It
relieves my device memory from reaching
capacity and if the dreaded happens, I know
that all my files are safe in cyberspace ready
to be picked up later.

DROPBOX

2

Pesky bits of paper are my pet peeve! This is
especially the case with receipts &  bills, but
you will be amazed at how many documents
start piling up once you’re a business owner
(at least I was). CamScanner lets me snap a
pic of my paperwork, save as a PDF and then
file away in the DropBox. Hey-Presto! No
more fan files.

CAM SCANNER

3

As you’re a mum, you should already be aware of the popular mum-focused Facebook groups and their
marketplaces. It’s a chance for huge exposure, engagement and sales. For example, Real Mums currently boasts
over 15,000 members and there are lots of other community Facebook groups out there running small
business/advertising platforms on certain days for you to utilise. If you do it right, you will essentially be
unlocking thousands of dirhams of digital advertising potential. Check out my workshop on how to fire your way
through thousands of dirhams worth of free Facebook advertising HERE!

UT I L ISE  FREE  FACEBOOK ADVERT IS ING

4

I’m guessing you probably have a heap of
important figures to remember, titles to read,
things to do, groceries to buy, activities to
get to and… and… and… whizzing around in
your grey matter the minute you wake up in
the morning, till the moment you lay your
head. Now, please construct a password of no
less than 10 letters/digits, with 3 numbers,
upper & lowercase and a special character
thrown in there too… got it? Of course you
don’t! That’s where LastPass comes in handy.
It allows you to save and store your
passwords, addresses, contacts, and notes all
in one place, because ‘ain't nobody got time
for that’!

LASTPASS

5

Basically, your personal stenographer that
takes up less space at the dinner table, in
bed, or on the loo… because that’s when all
the good ideas come to you right? Download
it to your phone - dictate your next greatest
idea or meeting convo and it will note it all
down in text and can even remind you about
it later.

VOICE  NOTE  APP
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…is a ‘digital lifestyle banking’ app. All you
need to open one is an Emirates ID, a
Smartphone, a valid UAE number and to be
over 18. Such a great initiative from Emirates
NBD and especially great for the start-up
business that doesn't yet have a dedicated
bank account. You can transfer money into it
by scanning a UAE debit card or from an
ENBD atm and you get a card to use for debit
transactions. It’s got great tools for tracking
your spending habits too.

L IV  BANK ACCOUNT

7

Don’t be afraid to use accounting software.
There are many out there to choose from and
they can keep track of all your information in
one place. In most cases, all you would need
to do is type in the necessary information and
it does the calculating for you. Most
accountants use these anyway, so why not do
it yourself? I recommend Xero to make things
easier until your business grows big enough
for that Accounts Department.

XERO

8

http://www.socialseedscollective.com/
http://www.socialseedscollective.com/


Plan your hectic days 
with these

One Page Printables

D I G I T A L  B O N U S

You'll have noticed that my mumpreneurial treasure chest

included some of my favourite organizational hacks and

time-savers, but once you've created some spare moments,

what do you do with them?

I wanted to give you everything you'd need to take the first

few steps forward in your business so I've included these

bonus printables to help get you started .
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MONTH:

NOTES
TOP  3  TO-DO ITEMS:
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2 .

3 .



notes
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"One of my success
secrets is taking

action daily to move
my business forward

– Amy Porterfield


